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Life Threatening Emergencies Fire/Police/Ambulance - Dial Triple Zero (000) All Hours
Bungendore Police: 6238 1244 Ambulance Bookings: 131233
Wamboin Community Assn www.wamboincommunity.org.au
_Bywong Community

Bywong Community

Bywong Hall Bookings
Church - Anglican
Community Nurse

Fire Brigade

Geary’s Gap Pony Club

Golf

Injured Wildlife

Justice of the Peace

Justice of the Peace

Justice of the Peace

KYB Bible Study Group

Lake George VIEW Club
Landcare

NSW SES (assist — storm/flood)
NSW SES Bungend. (non-urgent)
Sutton School Playgroup
Table Tennis

Wamboin Community Assoc.
Wamboin-Bung. Book Group
Wamboin Hall Bookings
Wamboin Markets

Wamboin Play Group

Gearys Gap Pony Club
Wamboin Pony Club
Wamboin Thurs Social Grp
Wonderful Women of Wamboin
ARF  (Rescue Dogs)

Fire Brigade

www.bywongcommunity.org.au

http://wamboin.rfsa.org.au

Bywong and Wamboin Facilities and Contacts

Mike Wilkins - President
Bookings Officer

Gai Donald - Warden
Heather Morrison - Bungendore
Matt O’Brien - Captain
Cameron Smith

Peter Greenwood

Wildcare — Helpline

Peter Greenwood - JP
Andrew Stainlay — JP

Leanne (Lee) Ward — JP
Robyn Doran

Pauline Segeri

Kathy Handel - Treasurer
NSW Call Centre

After Hours Duty Officer
Belinda Robinson - Convenor
Mike Muston

Peter Evans - President

Sally Saunders

Joan Mason

Meriel Schultz

Coordinator

Kate O’Connor, President
Stacey Burgess -Contact Person
Narelle Pumphrey

Gail Ritchie Knight

Lisa Whitney

6230 3473

0438 400 364
6238 1333

6128 0600 bsn hrs

0419 449 747
6238 3358
6299 1966
6238 3358

0408 469 880

0411 207 317
6238 3469
6238 1996
6238 3596

132 500
6238 0222

0422 262 426

0406 606 238
6236 9779

0419 303 229
6238 3258
6238 3309

0413 008 824
0414 672 979
0438 917 206

0416 097 500

0408 260 796

president@bywongcommunity.org.au
Irrhallbywong@gmail.com
peterandandrew2012@gmail.com

wamboincaptain@gmail.com

p.greenwood2@bigpond.com

stains@bigpond.net.au
Leannefward@gmail.com
rdoran4@bigpond.com

khandel@bigpond.net.au

brobinson35@hotmail.com
mikemuston@gmail.com
president@wamboincommunity.asn.au
sally.saunders1@bigpond.com
joan.mason@internode.on.net
Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com
gearysgap.ponyclub@gmail.com
wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com
pumpbnjc@westnet.com.au
whirlwind1@argonite.com.au
lisawhitney059@gmail.com

2022 Monaro by-election

Wamboin and Bywong Communities Meet the Candidates Night
Monday 7 February at 7.30 pm

Wamboin Community Hall, 112 Bingley Way Wamboin.

As a COVID-19 safety precaution it will be held outside unless the weather is inclement.
In which case it will be inside the hall.
The COVID-19 safety precautions specified in the NSW Public Health Order will be followed.

Young Entrepreneurs: Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343  Kathleen Dunkerly - baby sitting - 0435 794 070
kathleen.dunkerly07@gmail.com Rebecca Purdie — pet/horse sitting 6238 3343

Grace Taylor 0490 758 476 baby sitting and tutoring for primary school students gracetaylorl45@gmail.com
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Our Summer Blend has been designed to maintain internal balance
and general wellbeing through the summer months. Specific for the

digestive system, assisting the respiratory system and developing
5 ) 8

and maintaining a healthy skin. % :
£

1 | . ,W;;;i‘ :

") \

order online 24/7 or phone our friendly staff

Counry Park

Act-Desin Sandy Morphett countrypark.com.au
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Wamboin Community Association
- -~ Presidents Paragraphs
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L “Welcome to 2022 and another -

- 1 s 5 il oy

-’L T~ _;1 election!”
Yes, we are back on deck after our January/New Year break. First off, Happy New Year, may it be better than last year and the
year before! Last year I said the same thing and really 2021 didn’t achieve the expectations that things would sort of return to a new
normal. On a good note the rains have certainly continued under our La Nina weather pattern and this year once again the summer
paddocks are still a little green with lots of seed to replace the cover lost on the droughts. This year we have a jam packed list of events
planned and fingers crossed the world returns to some sort of settled norm.

Meet the Candidates NSW Monaro By-Election - will be held on Monday 7 Feb, 7.30 pm at the Wamboin hall. The event
will be held outside (weather permitting) to help with the Covid restrictions and it is your chance to come along and hear each candidates
platform and ask questions about NSW State Government issues that concern you.

Bywong Wamboin Car Boot Sale — Yes it’s back. This year we have partnered with our neighbours at Bywong to hold the car
boot sale at the Wamboin Markets on Saturday 19" March. The event will be held on the oval and just turn up on the day. There are
further details in this edition of the Whisper.

Wheels of Wamboin — Is pushed back to Saturday 21 May (due to Easter falling on the market day in April). . Please pencil it
in your calendars. Keep an eye on our Facebook page and the website for any changes.

Wamboin Markets — Don’t forget the February market day on the Saturday 19" Feb at the Wamboin Community Hall. Come
down to buy some local produce and fare (Lou’s coffee) and mingle with the local community.

Wamboin Art Competition — This year we will be launching an annual art completion planned for judging at the June market.
The completion will be based on a theme of “The Best of Wamboin” and will invite entries for painting, photography and sculptures that
depict the essence of Wamboin. More details, categories, prizes and entry conditions in next month’s Whisper.

Fireworks — We are very much hoping our fireworks and Bonfire Night will happen this year but it all depends on the Covid
rules at the time. We are at least planning for it to happen in late August.

WCAG - Some big announcements coming on the fibre project for Wamboin. | know the WCAG has been working hard
behind the sense to get this project up and running but has been slowed by NSW Government red tape.

Wamboin Social Drop-In Group- the drop in group is up and running. The club is open to anyone who wants to get out of the
house and have a chat over a cup of tea/coffee; join in a game of scrabble, cards or something else; or have a game of table tennis. It is
an informal, friendly, atmosphere that caters for both young and old alike. And every fortnight the Queanbeyan-Palerang mobile library
comes along. Give it a go! For further information, please contact Kaye Johnston on her mobile phone: 0422 183 284.

QPRC Mobile Library - The QPRC Mobile Library - will be at the Wamboin Hall on Thursday February 10th and 24™. from
10.30am to 11.30am.

New Members — Be a part of your local community and help make Wamboin. We welcome new members to our monthly
meetings. It’s only one evening a month and you get to meet others in the local community. ~ WCA Meeting — Meetings will resume

on 7.30 pm, Tuesday 15™ February at the Wamboin Community Hall. We awe Wambowv Peter Evans - President.

CONTRACTORS

w2 0418 624 329 Me
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUTTON BASED PO Box m Qm nsé lz%m:?quo?&ﬂszé'\ﬁ 228 428

- Subdivisions. » All axcovations, Equipmant includes: www.domesticwaterdirect.com.au
« Rural roads construction House and shed cuts, Grader, dozer, rollers,

and maintenance, dams and contours, watorcart, 6 to 24 ton
+.Eutth, gravel, recycled + Horse arenas, tennis excavators, tip truck,

courts. Selective fand bobeats all with a full range
::m:r; :« bitumen sealed et prbediy of attachments.

E stokes.contractors@hotmail.com Local family operated business g

-]

W stokes-contractors.comau & 22 Froq g gbligation quotes 00 = o
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www. bywongcommunity org.au

Bringing Bywong Together

Bywong Community Association News — Feb 2022
The Car Boot Sale is back...in Wamboin! Saturday 19 March, 9-1

This year we’re teaming up with the Wamboin Community Association to hold the Car Boot Sale alongside the Wamboin Markets — this
will attract a larger audience for both events. If you want to SELL from your car boot, you must arrive pefore 0845 and stay until 1pm.
Cost is $20 for a pitch, reservations are not required. Car boot sales of food items are NOT permitted.

Bywongians, YOU can help!

BCA will organize the Car Boot Sale and run the BBQ — but we are a small group and would welcome your help between 07.30-10.00
OR 10.00-1.00 with any of the following roles (guidance/equipment will be provided as needed):

e Traffic marshalling: directing cars onto the Oval and parking areas.
e BBQ: Cooking, food service, cash handling, general multi-tasking.
The Car Boot Sale raises money for use in the local community — help us earn it, then share your ideas for spending it!
Thank You in anticipation of your help.
Mike Wilkins, President, Bywong Community Association, president@bywongcommunity.org.au

Letter

When Bungendore village people wanted a swimming pool they held a series of New Year's Eve Animal Imitation Contests on
the Village Green.During the contest volunteers passed thru' the crowd with buckets, collecting money. This was the beginning of the
charity drive to build a pool. Therefore the existing swimming pool really belongs
to the citizens of the village who worked to provide it.

Bungendore has unlimited acres of land surrounding it .\Why put
ITIS BACK l ' a High School on the Village Green? It will take up so much of
" '

the park with a school and accompanying car park for teachers
etc.. The primary school will lose its Sports' field and

Bungendore will lose its Village Green . Queanbeyan has two
High Schools and is a short bus ride away.It is now a pleasant and
attractive town with a swimming pool too.

My generation had to travel by bus to High School in Sydney.
What is wrong with a generation who want to be able to walk?
Cynics see the whole idea as an exercise to gain votes from the
new inhabitants in the surrounding subdivisions of the village?
The idea of a multi-lane swimming pool seems "pie in the sky
"when the only thing the children wanted was a pool closer than a
long hot drive to the Shoalhaven river.

These are the feelings of an older generation,,the pioneers of
Bungendore. - Sandra Favre

Old wares, Toys, Books
Market Stalls: Home produce, Native plants

Coffee, Cakes, BBQ matt O’Brien - Solicitor

“ - Servicing the greater Bungendore area,
offering legal advice and representation for:
¢ Criminal law

SELLERS: $20, IN by 08.45, OUT after 1.00 + Wills and Probate ¢ Estate Planning
(Booking not req’d, NO food vendors ) ¢+ General law

Mon-Fri 9 am - 5 pm or by appointment

0459 020 635

www.mattobriensolicitor.com
mobsolicitor@gmail.com

Wamboin Oval, Bingley Way

Enquiries: president@bywongcommunity.org.au
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we sell Dreavs

WANTED URGENTLY - Properties for Sale

Thinking of Selling?
Need some FREE helpful advice Then please call us any day any time.

to prepare your property for sale? i asan Eardbodik @
FOR SALE w FORSALE s FOR SALE

T |

- -

- &

814 Bungendore Rd BYWONG 30 Alchin Ln BYWONG 624 old Federal Hwy BYWONG

| have been selling properties in the area for many years now and my clients are very happy with
the prices | have achieved. We also do free pre-sale inspections and can suggest ideas & options
to improve the marketing of your property. We do all we can to obtain the absolute best result
for you in the timeline that suits you. So please don’t be talked into selling for less as it is not fair
to yourselves or your family and it affects all the future valuations for the area. %
We work 7 days a week and can come at anytime that suits your schedule. - >
HOME|
FOR l
SALE

So please, contact us come out and do a genuine appraisal on your property '
l

We often sell properties before they are advertised, as we have a huge client data base with
many clients after properties of a certain type and price range waiting for the right one.
Which could be yours! So please call us, | have a great team that work with me, for you.

FREE Professional PHOTO & DRONE PACKAGE

when you book a Free, No Obligation Appraisal of your property
Phone: JAN LADMORE 0407 890 527

E-mail: sales@allrealestatensw.com.au

Website: www.allrealestatensw.com.au
Shop 5/33 Ellendon Street, Bungendore

e dl | ree No Hassle and No Obligation Appraisals

7 Days
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Wamboin Home Produce and Craft Market

Saturday 19 February 2022 9-12md
Contact: Meriel Schultz 62383309 or 042 261 4304 Email: Imsconsulting@bigpond.com
The Christmas market was super busy and full of good cheer as well as music and carols from Poetry in Motion! Before we
knew it, the decorations were down, Christmas cakes demolished and it was time for the January market. A bit quieter -as it’s a time
with many people away on holiday — but plenty of stallholders including some newcomers. Always good to see. Wonderful flowers,
plants and the beginning of summer garden produce.

COVID-19 regulations continue - we are very impressed with the willingness of stallholders and visitors and their respect for

others, through compliance with the various (and changing) rules.

Mini Excavator, Bobcat and Tiptruck Hire

Locally Owned and Operated business offering 7.5 Ton tip truck
hire, Bobcat Hire, 1,6-ton excavator with only 1-meter access
needed, auger, pallet forks, trench and ripper attachments

Al forms of excavation, concrete preps for driveways and paths,
landscape preps, site laser levelling, trenching and rubbish/fil
removal, no job to small

Experienced, professional, reliable service at compelitive rates

Contact Ken on 0438 600 393 or Kennyzdirtworx@gmail.com

Palacc

Chartered Accountants

Business and Tax Advice, Tax Returns,
Business Activity Statements, Financials,

Accounting

Specialising in Primary Production

and Small Business

Shop 2, 28 Malbon Street
Bungendore
Ph: 6164 2008 or 0408 643 115

thnfl tozer@palacc.comanu

Thank you. - See you at the Market!

The Wamboin Whisper: The Whisper is a monthly community newsletter established
in 1981 by and owned by the Wamboin Community Association. The Whisper is
printed at EnvoPrint in Fyshwick at the start of each month, excluding January. It is
distributed to every letterbox in Wamboin, Bywong and Queanbeyan Palerang Council
residents just southeast of the Federal Highway. Each issue goes to volunteer deliverers
by the first Sunday of the month and is also then available at
www.wamboincommunity.asn.au. Any proceeds from advertisements in The Whisper after
printing costs go to the Wamboin Community Association.

Contributions to the Whisper: Contributions from all residents are encouraged,
valued and the main content of the newsletter. The current editor is Ned Noel, 17
Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 0409 997 082. Paul Downey of Cooper
Road also shares in doing the editing. Please email contributions to either
whisper@wamboincommunity.asn.au or to nednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them or drop
them off. On contentious matters the Wamboin Community Association will strive to
maintain a balanced view, by seeking advice from the editorial team and by seeking
alternative views to be published in the same edition. The deadline for each issue is the
last Sunday night of the month before, so the deadline for the March 2022 issue is 7
pm Sunday night, February 27, 2022. Advertising prices, per issue, based on rough
fraction of inside the margins A4 area: 1/8 $24 1/6 $29 v, $35 1/3$44 % $70

2/3 $87 Full Page $140. email or phone the editor as above.

PAUL PLUMBER & CO TRUST

"
SRRAT RN INRIRLEN RERe
LT LT
MO CALL DUT FENS
o
FEMALTY RATES
EVIRTYRAY

I8 THE SAME RATY

L i 2 g 2

- 0447811001

PWG&I’IBI‘S

Ne/ve # for Your #2¢

* Competitive rates

* Family owned and operated
* Council approved

¢ Caring for our environment

* Septic tanks pumped
* Portable todets For Hire
* (reass traps emptied

* AWTS Systems pumped

PORTABLE TOILETS FOR HIRE
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Don’t wait, Sell now

-7 = , , g4
Vil s
Here’s What Our Customers Are Saying

“Ellie was honesl, prolessional and keptus informed
aboul everything Lo do with the sale ol our house. Very
impressive. Thank you.”

Shelly & Graeme

igl ]!

Ray While Bungendore

6238 0700

Ellie Merriman - 0402 117 877
Doug Merriman - 0419 999 001
www.ravwhitebungendore.com.au

RayWhite
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FOR ALL EMERGENCY CALLS

The Wamboin 0
Fi refi g h ter PREPARE. ACT. SURVIVE.

The influence of La-Nina continues to dominate our weather and so far has resulted in a benign
bush fire season. Above average rainfall and lower daytime temperatures has been experienced across
the majority of NSW - also resulting in increased cloudiness and higher humidity. Whilst the risk of
significant forest fires along the coast and ranges remains low, grass fuels loads in our area and to west

~ ofusareelevated. The risk of grass fires is expected to increase over the coming months as the fuels
cure, particularly as we head into late summer and autumn.

In their latest update the BOM indicate La-Nina has reached its peak, expecting a return to neutral
conditions later in autumn.  An indicator of La-Nina includes cooler waters and less cloud cover
across the equatorial Pacific Ocean, with those waters off the Australian east coast in the South Pacific
being much warmer.

The next climate update will be released by the BOM on the 1st of February with information about the increased risk of grass
fires available via the NSW RFS website. http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/.../farm-fire-safety/grassfires
If you are seeking a permit to burn off please contact Lake George Fire Control Centre 02 61280600 or go to the NSW RFS

webpage

)

o
o
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=
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USEFUL LINKS AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade | http://brigade.wamboincommunity.asn.au

NSW Rural Fire Service www.rfs.nsw.gov.au I
Face Book Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade I c LINE

Queanbeyan Fire Control 6128 0600

A HIRE
_~ SPECCIVILPTYLTD 6ton Excavator - Bobcat - Tipper

v

Was your last job up to Spec? B
SERVICES

Specialised Plpchying. Excavations, Concreting & Rural Earthworks
g ' - Bulk &/or detailed - Concrete preparation

30 Years Experience Wamboin Based . .
o excavations - Landscaping
For Hire: Excavators 5 Ton — 30 Ton, Bobcat, Front End Loader. - House sites - Tren(hing
Machines with full range of attachments Inc. Heavy Duty Slasher ) Shed p(ldS . DfIVMYS
- Footings - Animal burial

Driveways. House and shed cuts. Dams. Horse Arena’s.
Slashing. Selective Land Clearance. Pipework. Concreting. ANDREW office@cutlinecivil.com
4 VIl
Call today for a free quote. BINGLEY www.cutlinecivil com

0417 223 296 Kl @wilinedvil

Dan Ruszczynski Mob: 0402 252 633
Or Rustin Emery Mob: 0424 070 580

Email: Spec-civil@bigpond.com
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Wamboin Pony Club Information

Phone: Club Secretary - Stacey - 0414 672 979
Email: wamboinpcsecretary@gmail.com

Club Grounds: 79 Canning Close, Wamboin NSW 2620
Website: www.wamboinponyclub.org.au
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/wamboinpc/

Postal Address PO Box 885, Dickson ACT 2602

Wamboin Pony club is a small local pony club situated at 79 Canning Close Wamboin. We have 3 fully enclosed arenas for our
members to safely ride in, (especially those beginning to ride and need to be in a confined area to maintain control), a club house, cross
country jumps and horse yards.

We have 4 fully qualified instructors and members currently completing their instructors’ certificates.

We have riders ranging from 3 years old to 80 years old and all our riders are helpful, supportive and encouraging of each other,
no matter what your age or riding ability. Pony club is about learning and gaining new experiences and having fun with your horse,
while making new friends along away. Note: Riders over the age of 25 are subject to the chief instructor’s approval to ride at rally days.
Riders over the age of 25 cannot compete in Pony Club competitions.

Pony Club rally days are usually held on the 2" and 4th Sunday of every month, even in the school holidays (except Christmas
holidays). In the event the rally day isn’t being held or there are changes members will be notified.

Rally days generally run from 9:00am — 1:00pm (approximately) Times may vary depending on weather.

Generally, there is 1 or 2 sessions held in the morning with a break for morning tea around 11:00am followed by another 1 or 2 sessions.
There are lots of different activities that you may participate in at rally day including showjumping, dressage, cross country, troop drill,
mounted games, sporting, polocrosse, horse care and theory.

Lunch is around 1:00pm and this time is used to socialize and advise of any important messages or events coming up etc. These are
indicative times and can vary on the day. A canteen runs every rally day providing yummy food for lunch and also sweets and snacks as
well as drinks including fruit boxes, soft drinks, tea and coffee. All these items are available to purchase at a reasonable price.

If you would like to find out more information about Wamboin Pony Club or if you would like to do a come and try day, please
contact our club Secretary Stacey via phone or email.

Wamboin Playgroup For 0-5 Years Of Age
Our Playgroup resumes for the year on Tuesday 8 February at the Wamboin Community Hall from 10:30 - 12:30.
Vaccinated families are invited to join us for inside and outside play, join in with a craft activity. The mums, dads, grandparents and
carers enjoy a relaxing morning, chatting and drinking cups of tea and coffee. During this in uncertain time, Playgroup continues to be
free. — Zoe Walker, wamboin.playgroup@gmail.com

EQUINRHOSPITAL [ scansarotinenorps Wﬂfﬂﬁ 0 l 1 5 ¢ UC{iO
picture framing

Our passionate team of equine professionals offer: @l g Ty

*  24/7 care from experienced equine vets & nurses

* Complete ambulatory service

* Purpose built equine hospital & surgery

* Full range of veterinary services including imaging
and dentistry, see our website for details

24/7 Equine Care

CANBERRA

custom framing of your artwork
photographs and needlework,

quality work - reasonable rates
obligation free quotes

also a selection of prints, cards,

paintings ¢r photographs for
sale by appointment

phone Lyn on 6238 3591

02 624) 8888 | www.canberraequinehospital.com.ou
Cnr Barton & Federal Hwy, Lyneham ACT 2602
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FOR CLIMATE, ENVIRONMENT, '-
COMMUNITY AND DEMOCRACY,
AND A PROGRESSIVE MONARO ‘g

VOTE[1]GREENS

Catherine Moore

then make your vote go further
and vote[2] ALP

https://greens.org.au/nsw/Monaro2022Byelection email: monaro@nsw.greens.org.au

f @GreensinMonaro L. @greens_in_monaro

The bushfires of 2019-2020, followed AS THE REPRESENTATIVE FOR MONARO,
by the COVID-19 pandemic, have CATHERINE MOORE WILL WORK FOR:
stretched our communities to their « Well resourced public health services, including
limits. Healthcare workers are NurseKeeper

resigning every day. It has become « Community voices, not vested interests

increasingly difficult to cover the costs
of living and many people can't afford
adequate housing. Regional roads
desperately need attention to make
them safe. But the Liberal/National

« Restoration of local, not regional government
« RAliordable housing

« Renewable energy and green jobs

« Protection of native grassiands and the fragile

coalitions at both state and federal ecosystems of Kosciusko National Park

levels are continuing to prioritise a « Recognition ol the importance of heritage, including
small set of vested interests at the indigenous cultural values

expense of social and climate justice. « Accountability, transparency and genuine consultation

Authorised by D. Hayden for The Greens NSW. Suite D, 263-279 Broadway, GLEBE NSW 2037

Need water or slashing ...

CRAIG TIERNEY .= v
DOMESTIC WATER = Plumbing Solutions

Plumbmg Maintenance

CRAIG TIERNEY s

Blocked Drains

\_H\_‘ )
SLASHING @e  ttesie
. » Water Filter Systems
» Renovations
y » Affordable Rates
Ca(( anyt'me 7 days 3 Veek » All Work Guaranteed
gt Gt

Licenced & Insured Family Business
6236 3606 | 0409 141 960
ctdomesticwater@ gmail.com

Phone 0499 758 621

NSW Lic - 274017C ACT Lic - 2015206
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ANDREW LEMO

NSW L 1206260

S UI—
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Punctual and dependable reputation for

|
»

Xz

b S

tiectncal
mainterance

Email:sales@innovativemetalworx.com.au  1/43 Aurora Ave Queanbeyan NSW 2620 Contact Andrew on 0428 466 525
Website: innovativemetalworx.com.au PH 0428 381 932
Facebook - Innovative Metalworx PH 02 6232 9207

Proindly servicing the local area for over 18 years
ABN - 85 168 525 513

BEAUTY

TAYLOR MADE PUMPS ESC APE
YOUR PUMPS NOT PUMPING? N\ || AT SutTon
PUMP REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS g
New Pumps Supplied and Installed —
Home Pressure Systems Ipacislaing in massage &
Bore and Irrigation Pumps ‘ ) peacurs, |
Bore, Pump and Power Packages dladluo et taaiat Ao s
Fire Fighting Pumps Solar Bore Pumps Serene country setting
Don’t run out of water — call a Local Bloke for mobile Sales & 72 Wattle Flat Rosd Sutton
Repairs 0487 294 408

Mark Taylor Mobile: 0428 486 460
email: taylormadepumps@live.com

!

@
4/23 Essington St |

Mitchell ACT 2911
(02) 6179 3977

aquafloirrigation.com.au

admin@aquafloirrigation.com.au

Aquafio Irrigation is your one-stop-shop for
everything pumps, tanks, irtigation and filtration,

Whether you need a new tank or your irrigation
repaired or upgraded, our friendly staff are only a
phone call away. A ' H
Are you a weekend warrior who likes to do-it- qlrjlngO
yourself? Pop in-store for advice, assistance in s
planning and to pick up all your supplies.

- - -
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Wildcare, a New Year, What We Do, and a Water Rat

A new year starts and brings with it, hopes, expectations and desires for the future. Many people also make New Year’s
resolutions in anticipation of what is yet to come. Perhaps you have made a resolution to become more involved with your local
community by volunteering with a not-for-profit group or charity? Wildcare Queanbeyan is always looking for new members who are
passionate about our local wildlife. Don’t be misled by the name, our area of operation covers 22000 square kilometres, from Bredbo in
the south to Collector in the north, Warri in the east, to Young in the west. This is not only a huge area for our dedicated volunteers to
cover, but also showcases a wide variety of wildlife. Wildcare Queanbeyan is an entirely volunteer run organisation with approximately
300 members. It operates 365 days a year, 24/7.

It is a common misconception that when you join a wildlife rehabilitation group, you must care for sick, injured, or orphaned
wildlife. Whilst many of our volunteers get immense satisfaction from doing just that, there are a wide variety of ways you can become
involved. If you are creative, you might like to sew, knit, paint, or create artisan products for sale at our fundraising stalls; if you’re great
with technology, being involved with our social media or website might be of interest to you. If you have a way with words, you may
enjoy writing media releases and articles, and if you love driving, you may want to help with transferring animals from rescuers to

Vm carers. You may also contribute by volunteering on our telephone Helpline, which operates 24/7, and is
' the first step in aiding an animal in distress. There are also opportunities to become involved with our
management committee, which is elected from member nominations at our Annual General Meeting.
Sadly, part of our role is the humane euthanising of animals that have suffered irreparable trauma or
illness and we gladly accept members who can meet the requirements necessary to undertake this role.

If you do want to rescue or care for animals, Wildcare Queanbeyan runs training courses throughout
the year to assist members gain competency in the care and husbandry of native wildlife across a range of
species including birds, bats, macropods (kangaroos and wallabies), reptiles and snakes, wombats, small
mammals (possums, echidnas, rakali, native rodents, quolls etc).

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer with Wildcare Queanbeyan, please go to our website at
www.wildcare.com.au, or phone 6299 1966 and help us make a difference in the lives of our precious
native fauna. This rakali, or native water rat, was rehabilitated and successfully released by Wildcare
Queanbeyan. Written by: Bec Quinn, Photo: Bec Quinn

QPRC Mobile Library @ Wamboin

The Mobile Library will re-commence its service to the Wamboin Community in February as planned. The bus will be at the
Wamboin Hall in Bingley Way on Thursday 10" February and Thursday 24" February from 10.30am to 11.30am and every
fortnight from then on. If you are not a Library Member come along anyway, the Mobile Library staff can join you up on the day and
you can borrow immediately. There is a great selection, books, DVDs, magazines, children’s books and audio-books. The Mobile
Library bus is COVID-19 Safe. There is a sanitising station and seating provided if you have to wait, please bring and wear a mask
inside the bus. Library staff look forward to welcoming you. This service is provided to Wamboin residents each fortnight by the
QPRC for their enjoyment and convenience, please continue to use it.

This content run as a paid political ad by a supporter of the Animal Justice Party

What Future for Kangaroos

Recently when passing through Wamboin | was pleased to see there are still some resident kangaroo populations in the area.
How long these will last is anyone’s guess as kangaroos in the rural areas of NSW around Canberra are subject to uncontrolled shooting
and ongoing urban development. Then, refugees from this shooting continually move into the ACT nature reserves. There, they are then
decimated each year in the so called ACT kangaroo ‘cull’.

The ACT ‘cull’ was never a cull. Kangaroos have been routinely exterminated on many of the nature reserves. Even the small
populations of fairly tame kangaroos on Farrer Ridge, having been fed during the fires and drought by locals, have all been shot. Only
two have been seen since. People living near other reserves have similar stories. As NSW populations moving into the ACT Reserves
over the coming months they too will be shot during the upcoming 2022 “cull’. Thus, every year, areas both in and around Canberra are
being drained of local kangaroo populations.

What is very concerning is that actual number killed in the ACT “cull’ is always much higher than the target number announced
by the ACT Assembly. For example, in 2021, the target was 1500, while the actual number killed was 2036. The reason for this is that
the count of the dead does not include the 600 ‘in pouch young’ that are killed. It took an FOI request to elicit this fact. By law, these
pouch ‘young must be decapitated or bludgeoned to death’.

Of equal or greater concern is the failure of the government'’s figures to count dependent (unweaned) at-foot young at all. Eye
witnesses to the annual slaughter have attested, year after year, that large numbers of orphaned at-foot young can be seen along the
roadsides after a night of shooting, left to die of dehydration, hunger, exposure or myopathy. The failure to separately count at-foot
young means the government can leave the number of orphaned young left to die right out of the equation.

The NSW Government recently held an inquiry into the commercial kangaroo industry and kangaroo management in NSW,
prompted by the NSW Animal Justice Party where it has two senators. The submissions to and subsequent findings of that inquiry are
deeply concerning and are available on line.

I am pleased to see a candidate for the Animal Justice Party in the upcoming by-election in Ms Frankie Seymour. She is a
person who has dedicated her life to animal welfare , has studied environmental science and, over some 40 or more years has striven to
draw attention to the many issues facing our native fauna and all animal species. Until we give animals and the environment a greater
voice in the laws of this country, we will continue to see a decline in our native wildlife and poor animal welfare and environmental
outcomes across the country. So Wamboin residents, while some of you may see kangaroos as a nuisance, | would say enjoy them while
you can. - Jennifer MacDougall, Farrer, ACT.



http://www.wildcare.com.au/
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From the Corner

Postscript — Election Results—It was suggested, when | wrote what was to be my farewell column in December, that | might
provide a postscript and offer some comment on the results of the December Council elections. Being the obliging sort of guy | am, here
you go.

First up, the result followed the same pattern as in all elections in the recent past—all of the successful candidates were
effectively elected on first preference votes. The distribution of preferences made no difference to the top 11 candidates, nor even the
order in which they were elected.

Just for the record, there were 43,470 voters on the roll, and 35,497 turned out to vote. That’s an 81.66% turnout, which is not
atypical. Further, there were 33,813 formal votes cast, so the informal vote was just 4.74%, which is significantly lower than in previous
local elections. Given that there were 75 candidates contesting the election, one of the largest fields in the State, that wasn’t a bad effort.

The Above-the-Line/Below-the-Line split was 82.1%/17.9%, which is also par for the course in QCC/QPRC elections.

The Quota for this election, that being the number of votes required for any candidate to be guaranteed a seat on the Council,
was 2,818 votes. In the event, seven candidates achieved Quota, six on first preference votes alone. The final four seats were filled by the
last four candidates left in the count, after the distribution of preferences. As already noted, the successful candidates were the same
eleven candidates that lead the count before any preferences were distributed.

Your new Council is thus, in order of election: Bryce Wilson (Labor), Louise Burton (Liberal), Kenrick Winchester,
Katrina Willis (The Greens), Esma Livermore (Labor), Jacquiline Ternouth (Liberal), Mareeta Grundy, Edwina Webster
Steve Taskovski, Michele Biscotti, John Preston (Labor).

At its first meeting, the new Council elected Cr Winchester as Mayor and Cr Livermore as Deputy Mayor.

The ultimate result was interesting from a couple of points of view. The first was the fact that this was the first time that all
preferences had actually been counted in a NSW local government election. As | mentioned in a previous article, while the vote has
essentially been counted electronically for several decades, the process used to this point had been as if it had been counted manually,
with only a statistical sample of preferences being counted, simply because the relevant legislation had not been appropriately updated.
In the event, as noted above, the full count did not change the ultimate outcome (any statistician could probably explain why that should
come as ho surprise), in that preferences made no difference to the result.

While in the past | have suggested that this may have been related to the number of votes that exhausted before the count was
finalised, often in excess of a full Quota, on this occasion around 80% of the 2,583 votes that did exhaust did so in just the last four
rounds of the count, 60% in just the last two. And the last two candidates eliminated from the count, Margot Sachse and John Mangos,
could not have had any impact on the final result even if all of their preferences had gone to each other.

For anyone who might be interested, a summary of the election count is provided in the centre pages of this month’s Whisper.
The first seven cycles of the count involve the distribution of Group surplus votes, resulting in the election of the first six candidates.
Thereafter, in each cycle of the count, the candidate with the least number of votes is eliminated and their vote tally distributed according
to the next preference on each of that candidate’s ballot papers. The process is actually a little more complicated that this, but the end
result is as illustrated.

What might be of more interest now with a full preference count, especially given the possibility that one of the recently elected
councillors may stand in the upcoming Monaro by-election, and resign from Council if successful, is that casual vacancies on Council
can (with some conditions) be filled via a count-back of the recent election results, rather than a by-election. Since the major political
parties dominated this Council election, and the fact that a count-back would generally just replace one party member with another of the
same ‘colour’, this will have little impact on the political make-up of the new Council—but there now shouldn’t need to be a by-election
in this term of Council.

Which brings me to the second point. It was always going to be interesting where Tim Overall’s not insignificant support base
lay, and where ‘his vote’ would go when he departed. In the event, it would seem that his support was more personal than political in that
his vote would appear to have been fairly evenly spread across the political parties and independents.

If there has been a change in the ‘balance of power’ on this Council, coincidentally or otherwise, it simply reflects the order in
which candidates were grouped on the ballot paper. The ‘political leaning’ of the first Group on the ballot paper tends to prevail in our
LGA. Sometimes, the reverse donkey vote’ comes into play, but in this election, both the first (The Greens) and last (Labor) Groups on

the ballot were of a similar ‘political
leaning’, so the outcome in this regard is
~— B RINDAB ELLA EQUINE pretty much what might have been
Y predicted.
MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE And after some people noted that the

GOT HORSES ? YOU NEED A MOBILE HORSE VET last Council included more grey-haired

Emergemcy 2q brs men named Peter than women, the new
- Council comprises six women and five

* Lameness men, none of whom are predominantly

« Xray & Ultrasound grey-haired and none of whom are named
« General Consultation Peter!

« Equine Dentistry (routine & advanced) Now it just remains to be seen how

* Reproduction the incoming Council, with 9 of the 11

» Emergencies members new to the job, handles the task
+ Preventative Healthcare at hand.

« Pre-purchase Examinations - Pete Harrison Email:

o Stable Facilities contact@peteharrison.id.au  Website:

« Reduce Travel Day - '

www.peteharrison.id.au
llie Corripio BSc (Pre-Vet) DVM CMAVA www brindabellaequinevet. com

Ph : 0429 074 686 - Office : 0457 453 819 : aequinevet.com.au
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Yoga in
Sutton

It feels so good!
Tuesdays 10 -11.30 am
Sutton Hall

Beginners welcome!
Maureen - 0402 900 033

enjoy.yogawithmaureen@gmall.com

BRUCIC EXCAVATIONS

Trucks, Bobcats & Excavators
For hire: Rock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks,

* Roadsworks * House Sites * Sheds & Garages,
» Water Tanks » Footings * Sand & Grave!
* Landscape Supplies
* Supplv & Install Septic Tanks & Absorption Trenches

Enquinies call Darko on
6238 1884 or 0408 682 191

MR SWEEP CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING

Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept

3,

*
4

» »

Repairs & maintenance
SPRING DISCOUNTS NOW AVAILABLE

Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh Pre Gas
Chimney Cleaning, Roof Ventilators Supplied and
Installed Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters
Safety Checks Avallable Flue Extensions & Top Caps
S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced Glass Replacements
and Door Seals, Smoke Detectors Supplied and
Installed Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced
For appointments or further information
please phone Brian 6258 1792

‘Horse Riding Instructor

)

N

s Local instructor available for:

- | e . < )
‘\‘ Qualified /' * beginnersand * more experienced riderss.
:’) Levell < I can come to your property or
General > .
.:---_‘ ,.---:‘. have a sand arena available.
\ ’

N s
N7 . .
¥ Improve your * dressage * jumpingor

* just increase your confidence.

Available on weekdays or weekends
Leanne on 6238 3435 or 0419-631-651
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Kowen Trail Run New Year’s Resolution Run 2022

How do you socially distance in a crowd of 220 people, all milling behind a start line, waiting for Pam to say GO? This was the
dilemma we all faced as we moved further away from each other while still trying to stay close to the start line. It was a slow-moving
crowd, all milling around while trying to maintain personal space. This was the first Kowen run in some time that could boast a crowd
of people on the start line.

It was 6.30am, the temperature was about 14c, the sky overcast and a slight mist in the air, perfect running conditions.

Pam starts with her briefing and calling out lucky door prizes. I’m sure what was being said was important but I was distracted.
I was preoccupied with the debate raging in my head. | am always a little nervous before the start of a race and today was no different.
Like any complex system | am running through all the interrelated elements of my running system to make sure everything is aligned
and on message.

The conversation starts with the legs which include the feet. The legs reckon they are up for today’s run with the request
inserted by the feet that we will do our best to avoid the rocks. The feet ask the question about new running shoes and it seems the old
shoes are in use yet again. The brain reminds the legs that muscle memory will see us through. At which point the legs comment that
muscle memory is a joke considering the brain can’t remember what it had for breakfast. At this stage the heart interjects with a request
that we go easy especially on the hills. The heart is committed but wants to make sure its presence is respected and acknowledged
because at the end of the day it can bring the whole house of cards down. The brain is doing a quick analysis of how much training has
been completed, the calorific intake since 25 December and the general readiness of all systems. At this point the bladder makes its
presence felt assuring all other systems |t is relaxed at the moment but reserves the right to make its presence felt whenever it wants.

: Pam calls out GO and we all shuffle over the timing cables. There is the
typical congestion as we all make it on to Bingley Way. Already the elite
runners, we call them the gazelles are way off in the distance and what was a
crowd is now a long string of humanity coursing up Bingley.

All systems are feeling good. The urge to go crazy early has been
supressed but there are a couple of groups deep in conversation that must be
passed. Is that Larry King directing the runners? I call out a g’day and he
offers a polite response but I’m sure to him we are just a mass of crazy people
passing by. It’s down the dirt road and up into the forest. All systems have
settled down, doing what’s required. A short walk up an early hill and we are
onto the single track in the native forest. The legs are lifting the feet nicely
and we are avoiding the rocks and tree roots that want to trip us up. Over the
parallel logs and we are off on the forestry tracks. At this point the brain
becomes somewhat disengaged as the other systems settle down to manage
the breathing, stride, cadence, foot placement and balance.

The combination of global warming, the Indian ocean dipole and La Nina have had a serious impact on these forestry trails. All
the gravel and sand has been washed away leaving exposed rock ledges and stony eroded channels in the trails. The feet are starting to
complain. The issue of missing new shoes is raised yet again. Balance and foot placement are a primary focus.

There seems to be more descents at this stage of the run. Gravity is not helping the preservation of my knees. The line of
runners is strung out over a number of kilometres but this mist is limiting the view. Maybe it’s a good thing not to see that next hill too

Elevation (m) soon.

There are couple of flattish sections but they
are rare, its either up or down. Is that a runner heading
back? I ask if he is OK and the reply is his knees have
given up. | commend him for his early decision noting
these hills only get worse.

I seem to have settled in with a group running
at about the same pace. | pass runners going up the hills
and they pass me on the way down. There is a young
lad who sprints past and then fades as | pass him on the
uphill. This continues for several kilometres.

At the start of this run there is always lots of chatter and
dogs barking; not now. The dogs have stopped barking and the conversation has petered out. It’s breathing or talking, not both. The
focus is on maintaining a good pace that can be maintained for the 21 kms.

We turn off the main forestry road and we are on to what Pam calls the Roller Coaster. Roller Coaster sounds like something
that might be fun, don’t be confused we have been here before and let’s just call it a technical section. There are climbs and descents,
rocky sections and soft surfaces covered in pine needles. It is apparent that Pam and her team have been busy with chain saws removing
trees that had fallen across the trail. There are some amazing views out over the forest and parts of Canberra but this is not the time to
pause.

A quick check an all systems. The legs are fine, but the feet have had enough of the rocks, the bladder is quiet and the heart is
doing its best to keep everything on an even keel. The brain remains relaxed, maybe a little too zen.

Now it’s that long and steep downbhill run to the bottom of the escarpment which is the prequel to the climb up Amungula.

This section of the track is so steep that the feet lose traction and gravity takes over in the form of a quick slide. Again, from the feet we
hear ‘what about those new shoes?’ 1 stay upright but clearly my profane exclamation caught the attention of other runners who call out
to make sure I am ok. We have just crossed the half way point which means from here on we are going home. | reassure the team that
this is a good thing, it’s only 10.5 kms and it will be all over.
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Down the hill and around through the forest to the foot of THAT hill Amungula. A quick check on all systems and the legs
have decided this is a walking section. The heart wants confirmation that nothing stupid is about to happen. It’s agreed that this is a
good time to walk. The surface is eroded, lose gravel. It’s hard to maintain traction or momentum. I try something new this year and
stop to take a photo. Stopping is always fraught because starting up again on this slope is never easy. A solid trudge and | get to the top.
It must be half a kilometre at least to reach the peak. The elite runners tell me they run up this hill using their arms to push down on their
knees transferring upper body strength into their legs. Yeah, nah.

There is always a sense of achievement when you get to the top of Amungula. Now it’s back onto the main track and more
climbs and descents. There is a sense I’ve done this before and I am heading home
so all is good. The rocky surface though continues to be a challenge. | wish | was a
gazelle with the ability to leap from rock to rock. It’s always at this time that [
wonder whether trail running is a pastime | should continue to pursue.

The road runs parallel with the 12km run and | can hear chirpy conversation
emanating from that section of the bush. That can only mean the parallel logs are
close and the return into NSW. | am back into the native forest and its only a short
haul to the dirt road to Bingley. This is a tricky section though; it’s narrow with lots
of tree roots and rocks ready to trip tired legs. | make sure the feet are lifted above
the trips even though my energy levels are tapped out.

The brain suddenly wakes up and decides to take over. It reminds the legs to lift
those feet, we don’t want to trip now. All the other systems respond with the
complaint that up until now they have been a self-managing team and really don’t
need someone telling them what to do.

We are on to Blngley and apart from a slight climb it’s all downhill from here. There is a runner who is starting to flag. | try to
encourage her lift her pace and to open out her stride. That works for a while but she is done. | leave her behind and head down past the
Mason’s looking for the entrance to the hall. Along the way I pass a couple of groups. I’'m not sure if they are half marathoners or 12
km runners. In the distance I can see other runners turning left and through the gate to the hall.

No point in holding back now, | open up my pace, settle my breathing and just go for it. This is the best part of the whole
morning, it’s so much fun to run fast. I’m onto the driveway and I can see the timing cables in front, my legs are in overdrive. What a
buzz to finish.

At this point, and as expected, management, aka the brain takes all credit for getting the team through which brings an instant
response from all other systems. It is agreed it was a team effort and that all systems contributed to completing this challenging half
marathon. It’s time to catch my breath and to enjoy a frozen zopper dooper. Once I have composed myself I join the queue for an egg
and bacon roll. It’s a long way to go just for an egg and bacon roll.

My time is a little slower than in 2021 and maybe new shoes are a priority along with more training. 1 am approached by a
fellow runner who wants me to join his marathon relay in February. I’'m not thinking straight at the moment and maybe he is trying to
get my agreement when | am most vulnerable. | like his strategy.

The times achieved by the podium finishers are impressive and well done to all to Kowen Trail runners, finishing is an
achievement in itself. The Results for the 2022 Kowen New Year’s Resolution Run:

Finally, thanks to Pam and her team for setting up and managing

Half Marathon 12 km Run: fantastic event. Also thanks to the team who removed the fallen pine trees
Jonathon Fearn 1:38 David Osmond  0:56:11 that would have blocked the trails. The Wamboin Rural Fire Brigade did
Tim Cochrane 1:40 Ryan Hawkins  0:57:18 a fantastic job as always, parking a couple of hundred cars and producing
Aaron Smith 1:41 Elliot Cooper ~ 0:59:06 all those egg and bacon rolls.

- Kevin Rowe, the Three Score Plus Trail Runner
Jessica Ronan 1:56 Kate Vandenberg 1:09:16
Ellen Bradley 2:03 Jenny Wells 1:11:13

Anna Raupach 2:06 Lara Smith 1:12:43

i SBPilates [ |

PLUMBING |
« All Types of Plumbing @&M M &M

* No Job Too Small E Wednesday 5.30pm - 6.15pm
* 24 Hours - 7 Days Wamboin Community Hall
* Pensioner Discount STARTING 2 FEB 2022

For more info and to register
email bondsa89@gmail.com
or phone 0411 142 663
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The Wonderful Women of Wamboin
Gail Ritchie Knight

After a COVID-19 induced hiatus for some months last year, the Wonderful Women of Wamboin (WWOQOW) resumed activities
later in the year. We also changed venue and are now meeting at the Wamboin Community Hall where there’s plenty of space and
parking is easy, at the same level as the Hall.

COVID-19 is still rearing its ugly head so only double vaccinated WWOW may attend. By the time you read this, we will have
met together three times in 2022. We all had much to catch up since the Christmas/New Year break. At our first meeting of the year, we
celebrated a most significant birthday of one of our longest serving members. And the following week, we brought along sewing
machines to make more post-operative drainage bags for breast cancer patients. We’ve made many over the years and still our efforts are
sorely needed.

We are a disparate group of women from different walks of life with varied interests. But that’s what makes us interesting. So if
you would like to join us, please contact Gail Ritchie Knight (0416 097 500, whirlwind1@argonite.com.au). We meet on Mondays 10am
to noon.

Bywong and Wamboin Classifieds
Seeking handyman/gardener for regular landcare and native plantings maintenance on 60 acres Bywong. Involves manual
work: brush-cutting, whipper-snip, mowing, weed management and pruning and excess vegetation removal to tip. Equipment can be
supplied, barring vehicle. Good renumeration. Contact Bill 0412 567 191
Accommodation wanted. 28y/o male tradesman, non-drinker/non-smoker, respectable, easy going, clean and tidy. Looking for quiet
and cozy semi/self contained accommodation, inner city options don’t appeal to me, would love to be in the countryside. Budget is
$260p/w, 6 months to 1 year term. I’m not into parties, I enjoy the outdoors, hiking, mountain biking and a good book. Pretty much
an ideal tenant! If you have a space that could be making extra $$ contact Henry on 0437 961 061 or email henrysiems@gmail.com

Paudebaire Equine
R Services Pty Ltd

PET SITTING

RESPONSIBLE, RELIABLE, KIND HEARTED TEENAGER
AVAILABLE FOR ONCE OR TWICE DAILY PET VISITS FOR
FRIENDLY DOGS, CATS, POULTRY, GOATS OR HORSES IN
BUNGENDORE, LAKE GEOCRGE, BYWONG, WAMBOIN AND

Paul D.PATTI

GUNDAROO. Director
HOME VISITS INCLUDE: WALKING, FEEDING, PLAYTIME g

AND BRUSHING, AS WELL AS PLANT WATERING AND MAIL paul@paudebaire.id.au
COLLECTION. 0423 954 917
CAGED ANIMAL BOARDING 15 ALSO AVAILABLE IN A Wamboin, NSW

CLIMATE CONTROLLED COTTAGE ON OUR PROPERTY

GLOWING REFERENCES FROM LOCAL FAMILIES. FIND US

ON FACEBOOK OR FLYNNPRETTEJOHNaGMAIL.COM

New builds or repairs with C ® l
wood, metal, earthworks: ommer cza

N e sk & Domeslic

¢ Fencing & Gates

e Animal houses ?

* Small concreting jobs

¢ Retaining walls Lc%/
* Decks, Pergolas & Car

ports A“ ABN: 81 880 860 253
* Renovations ” A“D'"

Do;riéﬁc Water - sourced drectly from Excavator “A‘% g-l
Canberra’s treated supply

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000L) h Honest
ICON WATER inspected and approved
Servicing your local area for over 30 years! b Reliable

Local resident of Wamboin

d& Quality Vowe Cofliny

0428 626 838

PO Box 7236 KARABAR NSW 2620



mailto:whirlwind1@argonite.com.au
mailto:henrysiems@gmail.com

Wamboin Whisper February 2022 Page 19 of 28

Rare excitement in Wamboin
by Kathy Handel

The most exciting thing to happen during lock-down was that three White-
necked Herons chose a yellow box next to our bottom dam (our wildlife dam) as their
breeding tree. We had recorded sightings of White-necked Herons at our place only 4
times in the last 23 years, so we told David McDonald and he told the Canberra
Ornithology Group, and we were asked to keep a diary as this species breeding is a very
rare event in this part of the state.

Early in September 2021, two of the herons built a nest in a branch that
overhangs the dam. Over the next few weeks, we saw them flying around, being chased
by nesting magpies, and always flying away when we approached. By the end of
September, one heron sat on the nest constantly while the other two came and went. |
reckoned that | could identify the male — his head looked yellower than the other two
birds (- too much foraging in dirty dam water?) and he had a darker line down the
middle of his chest.

On 1 October, while one heron was sitting on her nest, the other two herons
started to build another nest higher up in the same tree. One had taken twigs from the
ground up to the branch, then it looked like they were courting, with necks moving back
and forth while building the nest together. A week later | watched from the kitchen
window as they flew to the ground around the dam and back up to the tree frequently,
gathering more nesting material. This lasted for an hour, then ceased. Over the next few
weeks, the bird on the top nest spent some time sitting on her nest but seemed to spend
far more time away from the nest than the bird on the bottom nest.

On 23 October I noticed that the bird on the bottom nest seemed to be riding
high on the nest, not moving and keeping her head down, while the male stayed nearby.
Later in the day | saw two chicks! Their heads were up with their mum standing over
them and when | came back with my camera, she was feeding one chick. Then she
settled down on the nest so I couldn’t see the chicks. The next day, the male built a nest
for himself two metres away on a nearby branch. He started doing a strange manoeuvre
- he stretched his head and neck up and brought them down quickly, apparently forcing
air from his throat to make an ‘oomph’ sound. The bird on the top nest flew down to
join the male and then flew back up to her nest. Later, | think he fed the two chicks and
settled on the nest while the two females flew off together.

On 28 October the chicks were left unattended and | was concerned that they
were vulnerable to predation by other birds. When an adult arrived and fed them, | saw
that there were three chicks! Then when another adult arrived, the first flew off and the
second adult fed them. They appeared to feed them by regurgitating food and allowing
one chick at a time to stick its beak up the beak of the adult. From 3 November, | could
see only two chicks. The third chick had perished.

When | brought friends to see the chicks, the mother would get nervous and sit
on them. | think they get scared when we make noise (e.g. talking). When the adults
were away, the chicks moved around on the nest but when we came closer they
hunkered down.

Our property has 5 holes of the Wamboin golf course and one of the greens
was close enough to the nests that we were concerned about golfers scaring the herons
away, so we erected a temporary barrier and asked people not to go any closer to the
nests. Keith mowed a fairly large area around the green but not closer to the herons.
Balls lost in the unmown area had to stay there (- Keith provided replacement balls).

On 24 November | saw a new chick in the top nest with its mum standing over
it. The two chicks on the bottom nest were standing on their nest and dad was standing
nearby on his tiny nest. A few days later, there were times when there were no adults
around. When an adult flew in, the chicks would cackle loudly until the parent finished
feeding them. As the chicks grew, the parents were seen foraging in several
neighbours’ dams as they fed the chicks in relays.

On 5 December | saw the biggest chick fly. It was on the ground and flew into a tree on the other side of the dam. One day |
saw it standing on a branch in a very ungainly position, with its wings hanging down like straight arms. It kept practising, and would
only fly back to the nest to be fed. The chicks were all so big by this time that they had to stand on their nests. On 11 December | saw the
chick on the top nest flapping its wings. On 12 December the older two chicks were foraging at the bottom dam and a few days later they
were at the top dam (further away and out of sight of their nest).

The two older chicks were last seen on 22 December (by David). They were 2 months old. When we returned from holidays on
31 December, the older chicks were gone and did not return. The chick on the top nest was last seen on 4 January, when it was less than
6 weeks old.

White-necked Herons are beautiful, graceful birds and | look at their empty, flimsy nests and | miss the excitement of hosting
and documenting this special natural event in our small part of the planet.
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Wheels of Wamboin 2022

As we start the lead up to Wheels of
Wamboin 2022 we explore some significant
motor vehicle anniversaries. First up the
mighty Ford Cortina turns 60 years old. Now
I would think just about everyone reading this
article at one time has been in a Cortina. The
Austin/Morris 1100 also shares a 60th
birthday. The British Motor Corporation's
(BMC) 1100/1300 series was Britain’s best-selling
car for most of the 1960s. At previous Wheels of
Wamboin there is a particularly fine example of the
Riley Imp version of this iconic little car.

The legendary MGB is also 60 years young.
Sales of the MGB and its variants (MGC and MGB
GT V8) totalled 523,836 cars. The low to the
ground feeling made you think you were doing
100mph at only 60mph. Simple and fun you still
see them on the road on a Sunday piloted by drivers with big
smiles and a flat cap (I konow because I had one). The MGB
was the forerunner of the MX5. BMW’s M division celebrates
50 years of high performance motoring. The M performance
arm of BMW will offer retro-inspired badges for its models
this year. Anyone who has driven a M3 or M5 appreciates the
performance M works brings to the marque.
Ferrari turns 75 years and have also lashed out on a new logo.
The Ferrari prancing horse logo is as valuable as the Apple, Ford, and Coca-Cola logos. Mini
celebrates 60 Years of Cooper. A very fine gentleman by the name of John Cooper saw the
potential of the Mini for competition and the Mini Cooper was born (high performance
brick). This year marks the 70th birthday of the Landcruiser nameplate. Recruited for the
Snowy Hydro Electric scheme the Landcrusier has become a legend of the Australian
offroad.

In 1962 a bloke named Carroll Shelby came up with a wild idea to shoehorn and
American V8 into a little British sportscar named the AC. The AC Cobra was born and set
Ford on the path of high performance (take a night out and watch the Ford Vs Ferrari
movie). — Peter Evans

OO

IGGIES

SLOW COOKED BBGQ
NOW OPEN @ NORTON RD WINES

OUR BBQ MEMNU IS AVAILABLE FOR TAKEAWAY — SEE DRINKS SPECIALS TOO
ORDERS AND CONTACTLESS PAYMENT ONLY

BIGGIES WILL BE OPEN FOR TAKEAWAY DINNER THE FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS
SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR MENU OPTIONS

TAKEAWAY DURING LOCKDOWN FRIDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS 5PM - 7PM

Bookings: 02 6238 3143 or email: enquiries @nortonroadwines.com.au
Address: 344 Norton Road, Wamboin NSW,

—_— n Follow us on Facebook #rnortonroadwines @ nortonroddwines.com. g r———
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Wamboin Golf — January 2022

Sunday, 2 January. “Would you care for a RAT?” With Basil Fawlty’s deathless words in mind we prepared for the beginning
of the Wamboin golfing year, the New Year’s Resolution Cup. The RAT is the current hot topic because, accurate or not, it will take
over from the PCR test because of the virulence of Omicron and its consequent demands of the health system. Then there’ll be Epsilon
or Zorba or Nana Mouskouri or whatever they decide to call the next variant (it’s all Greek to me), which we will all catch to end the
pandemic. The good news is that Love Potion No. (Covid) 19 will be but a bad memory come the end of 2022. Returning to golf, the
day, which was warm, was sponsored by L & L King whom we thank for the eats and prizes. To keep the captain happy the sponsors
agreed to a Stableford competition which, for some, requires the use of those little pencils with the rubber on top. Masks were all the go
in the Hall for signing in but once on the course we abandoned them for the restorative air of our bucolic Wamboin idyll, a tonic the
equal of any anti-viral vaccination.

Back in the clinic, we masked up again and took FLASs intravenously as the sorcerer and his apprentice marked our cards.
Naturally, Covid dominated conversation as it does the national media which, it seems with clever editing, contrives to portray our
elected federal and state representatives as under graduate debating teams obsessed with accusing each other of incompetence. Of
course, it may not be clever editing after all. Whatever, it’s turning people off the unremitting coverage of the pandemic. At one point
we thought that the government was getting advice on immunisation from Mr Miyagi (vax on, vax off). But it turned out to be Mr Atagi
who runs the Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation. We were not surprised to hear that The Masked Mandate had
returned to Queensland. After his starring role in The Guardians of the Universe he needs a rest. On the other hand we were shocked by
the news that the Scots had invaded England on New Year’s Eve just for a drink and a knees-up. I don’t fancy the chances of the Virgin
Sturgeon (who, according to the song, needs no urgin’) with another secession referendum. We commiserated with the England test
team over their hapless performances on the field in Brisbane, Adelaide and Melbourne. And the Covid infections which thinned their
ranks for Sydney. The betting was heavy on a whitewash if the visitors don’t resort to the straight bat to induce a draw. Unless the bat
comes from the Wuhan wet markets. Sticking with sport, it appears that top tennis player, Kim Novak Djokstrapitch, has received a
special dispensation from the Victorian government to play the Australian Open. This followed a “health exemption™ after a “rigorous
review process”, according to the head of T A. But good old Border Force wasn’t having any of that! Then Serbia arced up and pretty
soon it was raining blood, teeth and human eye balls.

The captain called us to order and welcomed back visitor, Clint Pickin, who distinguished himself with a score of 47 Stableford
points on a visitor’s temporary handicap. Ted’s joke referenced Leonardo’s famous restaurant scene. The Googly Ball was awarded to
Tim Barter for dramatising the number of balls lost by his foursome. The Dummy Spit was passed around and finally settled on your
correspondent who merely sought to bring the Club’s attention to the frivolity with which this serious award has become treated. Junior
winner was Robert Thompson with 22 Stableford points from 54 strokes. Winner of the nine hole comp was Gerard Ryan 22 (39) ocb
from Larry King 22 (48) also och. Winner of the 18 hole comp was Paul Griffin 37 (83) from Nev Schroder 35 (78). Well done, all
players. As usual the real winner was golf itself.

Next month (February, if you haven’t been concentrating), the shortest in the Julian calendar, dipsos try to rest the liver by
abstinence. That doesn’t apply here in Wamboin where we do everything in moderation. So if you want to join us for an FLA at the 19"
after a healthy game of golf come to the Hall on Sunday, 6 February at 12.15pm for the ever-reliable 12.30pm kick off. Until then I’d
like to share a few of my New Year’s resolutions: 1. I will stop taking the RAT on a daily basis. 2. I will charge only a reasonable mark-
up on my stock of RATSs. 3. I will vigorously defend the sacred site of Mick Sherd Oval by chaining myself to the goal posts. 4. I will
not encourage anyone to christen their daughter Gizzlaine. 5. I will not storm Parliament House dressed like a cow. 6. I will include more
commas in these reports. - Larry King, golfer

* Dirty water, hard water & bacteria treatment
* Water filter replacement

Aq ¥l Sofe * UV and RO systems
e e e * Water softener servicing
* Tank sanitisers
% S * Dam, tank, river and bore water treatment
Your local;

F ' Water Filtration
Specialists ¢ |

“*

e . " 2
ph 1300 661 735 ¢ sales@Raquasafe.com.au * www.aquasafe.com.au
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A Chronology of Wamboin and District, Part 2: August 1828 to 1861
David McDonald
As mentioned in the December 2021 issue of The Whisper, the second edition of an historical timeline of our local area, titled
‘A Chronology of Wamboin and District, NSW”, is available at the Wamboin Community Association’s website. Visit
https://www.wamboincommunity.asn.au/localhistory/ and navigate through the left-hand-side menus Wamboin Locality | Chronology.
If you have an interest in the history of our area, you are invited to peruse the document, and pass on to me any suggestions for
additional entries, additional topics, or other comments on its contents. | can be contacted at phone 0416 231 890, or email david [at]
dnmcdonald.id.au.

This is the second article presenting some items from the Chronology that focus specifically on Wamboin and district, rather
than the broader, contextual happenings. The December 2021 Whisper article dealt with the beginning to May 1828. This issue covers
August 1828 to 1861, and future issues will continue the series. The full version of the Chronology at the website provides the
documentary sources (including URLs where appropriate) underpinning these contents and, in some cases, additional information, as
well as other entries for the time period covered below.

Date Occurrence/comment

1828, Aug Surveyor General Major Thomas Mitchell and surveyor Robert Dixon established, at the north-west part of
Lake George, the first baseline for a trigonometrical survey of NSW, enabling them to produce the first
accurate maps of the colony. It was one mile in length, measured using two tent poles as the datum. The

baseline can be seen at the north-west extremity of Lake George, marked as ‘Base’, in Mitchell’s 1834 map of

the colony (see below).

1829, 14 Oct Notification of the initial boundaries of the County of Murray. The northern boundary of the county was a line
running east-west through Gearys Gap, some 20 km south of its current border which is near Collector.

1834 First map of the Colony showing details of the area surrounding Wamboin. Lake George was shown as
‘LAKE GEORGE (Werriwa)’. Compiled by Surveyor General Thomas Mitchell.
Brooks’ ‘Bungandow’ property (now ‘Turalla’) is shown as such. The Yass River is shown only north of
where Sutton is now.
The baseline for the first trigonometrical survey of the Colony can be seen at the north-west extremity of Lake
George, marked as ‘Base’. See 1828, above.

1836, 2 Sep Census of the Colony of NSW. The County of Murray has a population of 1,728 people. This included 1,466
males (58% were convicts) and 262 females (5% were convicts).

1837-1838-1839 | Drought in the Lake George area, and beyond: ‘This year, 1838, was the middle of the great drought of 1837,
38, & 39. Water, feed and every necessary (sic) for stock had disappeared and nothing would grow.’

1837 Second map of the Colony showing details of the area surrounding Wamboin. Weereewaa name not
mentioned, just ‘Lake George’. ‘Bungendore’ spelled the old way: ‘Bungandow’. Compiled by surveyor
Robert Dixon.

1837 Lake George dry. The Goulburn/Queanbeyan road crossed it from Kennys Point on the eastern side to Gearys
Gap on the western.
1837 Stephen Burcher of Liverpool applied for land in Wamboin on behalf of William Guise of ‘Bywong’ station

(Sutton). ‘...although unsuccessful in his bid, [Burcher] is commemorated in “Bircham’s Creek” which, with
Kowan Creek, forms the source of the Yass River.” Hence Birchmans Estate, Wamboin.

1837, 12 April Apparently the first land grant in what became the Parish of Wamboin: James Anlezark (c. 1806-1874)
purchased at auction a 640 acre (one square mile) portion of land. The Forest Road/Forest Lane intersection is
the NE corner of his block.

1837,5 Sep Township of Bungendore gazetted, and plan issued.

1837-1838 Leahy family patriarch Daniel Leahy (c. 1795 - 1893), matriarch Hororah Leahy née Cronin (c. 1810- 1885),
and their children, immigrants from Co. Kerry, Ireland, settled at Back Creek, Gundaroo. Both Daniel and
Hororah were born in Co. Kerry, Ireland. Their son John, and grandsons, created the ‘Clare’ property at
Wamboin/Bywong.

1838, 11 Apr William Guise of ‘Bywong’ station (Sutton) purchased at auction two contiguous 640 acre portions of land on
Kowen Creek, the headwaters of the Yass River.

1838, 28 Sep Township of Queanbeyan gazetted, and plan issued.

1839, 16 Feb William Moore (c. 1778-1861) purchased at auction 640 acres towards the headwaters of Brooks Creek,
‘Creekborough’. Its SW corner straddles the Macs Reef/Bungendore Road junction; Brooks Creek runs
through its western section.

1840s First wave of bushrangers in the area.
1840 ‘By 1840 the County of Murray had virtually no crown land left, and the thirty holdings had decreased to
about 12 substantial properties following amalgamations of original grants.’
1840, 22 May Abolition of convict transportation to NSW.
1840, Jun Daniel Geary’s ‘Currency Lad’ hotel opened on land leased from William Packer at the top of Gearys Gap.
1841 Second edition of Robert Dixon’s map of the colony of NSW published, showing Wamboin area landholdings

acquired since publication of the first edition in 1837.

1843 Apparently the first (albeit unofficial) map of the County of Murray published.
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1843, 16 Jun

... The first election held in NSW whereby men of property could be elected to the Legislative Council,
members previously having been appointed by the Governor'. Terence Aubrey Murray (1810-1873) was
elected unopposed to the United Counties of Murray, King and Georgiana.

1849

Richard & Amelia Hyles arrived in Bungendore from the UK. Their descendants became prominent
landholders in Wamboin until 1950, and continue to farm, and have other occupations, in the broader region.

1852

Rev. W.B. Clarke, Government Geologist, searched for potential mineral deposits in the area, and
‘... concluded that gold would be found at Bywong, Brooks Creek, Gundaroo Creek and along the Yass River
at various points for ten or fourteen miles downstream ...' from Bywong Hill.

1856

NSW achieved responsible self-government. ‘On 22 May 1856, the bicameral New South Wales Parliament
opened and sat for the first time.’
Daniel Egan (b. Winsor NSW 1803?, d. Watsons Bay NSW, 16.10.1870), was elected to the electoral district
of Maneroo (the name was later changed to Monaro) at the first election for the NSW Legislative Assembly,
held on 16 Apr. 1856. The State Electoral District of Monaro continues to include Wamboin and district.

1860s

Second wave of bushrangers in the area.

1861

Selection (conditional purchases of land) period legislated. Most of Wamboin was alienated as small
selections (40-60 acres) in the 1870s and 1880s. These were a combination of conditional purchases and
conditional leases.

1861

Gold rush on Brooks Creek. Although the main miners’ camps and mining activity were far downstream from
Wamboin, in the vicinity of Brooks Creek Lane in the locality of Gundaroo, the full length of the creek seems
to have been prospected for alluvial gold.

How the Whisper Gets Into Your Mailbox Each Month

Without the month by month donation of time by the residents listed below, it would not be possible for Wamboin and Bywong
to have the Whisper Please remember these two persons and all the others listed below, as they do what they do in order to make
Bywong and Wamboin a little bit friendlier and more sociable. And without the businesses who pay to advertise in the Whisper we
could not pay the printer, so please consider these advertisers when you are searching for services or products that they supply.

171: CO-ORDINATED BY ALICE SCOTT: ph 0407 005 506 email alicehscott@bigpond.com

Fay Kelly Norton West Area from Cmpbl Pl 20 Christine Rieber Cooper Rd 26
Dave Power Fernloff Rd 34 Vicki Still Canning Cl 15
Andrea Sadow Poppet Rd 32 Alan Rope Sutton Rd 44
180: CO-ORDINATED BY KATHY HANDEL: ph 6238 3596 khandel@bigpond.net.au

Joan Mason Bingley Way 44 Margaret Hekeimin Merino Vale Dr 19
Sue Ward Norton Rd (Bingley to Weeroona) 32 Anne Gardner Weeroona Dr (Norton to Majors) 32
Kathy Handel Norton(Wrona2 Hilltop+Wirndra) 21 Phil Leeson& C Fogarty  Norton Rd (Campbell to Bingley) 32
231: CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER: ph 6238 3489

Lesley Page Valley View Ln 4 Deb Gordon Yalana East 45
Colleen Foster B’dore Rd to Nrtn Rd 22 Rob Henry South end Clare Valley 41
Cassie Fisher Clare Ln 12 Lyle Montesin The Forest Rd area incl Joe Rcks 65
Dominica Lorima North end Clare Valley 42

200: CO-ORDINTED BY GARETH JONES: ph Ph: 6238 1988 givrjones@bigpond.com

Sophie Davis Weeroona (254 — 400) 18 Susie & Brad Edwards Weeroona (417-512) 17
Don Malcolmson Macs Reef Rd (DenleyToGumFIt) 7 Maria Taylor Birriwa Rd & Gum Flat Lane 19
Nora Stewart Rovere Ln 7 Liza Davis Macs Reef Birriwa to Harriott 14
Darryl Bourke Harriot Rd 27 Belinda Morris Macs Reef Rd (Nwington2 Bankers) 11
Sandra Favre Newwington Rd 20 Carol &Clive Boughton ~ Macs Reef (Bankers To Fed Hwy) 34
Attila & Cherry Hrgsi. Snowgum Road 26

157: CO-ORDINATED BY IAN COILLET ph 0402 027 452 lodestar@ozemail.com.au

Peter Huckstepp Federal HwSvcRd 22 Louise Baldwin Wattle Flat Rd 11
Lyn Parkinson Bidges/Hickey/OldGoldMines 50 Penny & Russell Ball Macs Reef (Denley Dr to Bungdr Rd) 20
Glen Dorahy Sutton Park Estate 53 Fire Brigade Headquarters on Bingley Way 1
145: CO-ORDINATED BY DAVID FEATHERSTONE ph 6236 9722 bushranger_au@hotmail.com

Chris Fowler Millyn Rd 20 David Featherston B’doreRd SmHill to&ncldgCrkBRd 28
Sue Aunella Brooks Rd 24 Leigh & Derek Morris Wyoming Road 20
Kerrie Gougeon B’dore Rd (CreekB to Fed Hwy) 33 Peter Sharp Doust Road 20
259 CO-ORDINATED BY NED NOEL ph 0409-997-082 email nednoel@optusnet.com.au

Robyn Elsom Denley Dr (Sth End to 429) 15 JonesFmly+JulieJohnsn  Denley 191 to 414 26
Tony Bond HoganDr/OranaDr/Yuranga Dr 49 Connie & Hans Bachor ~ Dnly Dr to Macs Rf incl Bchm Gr 35
Murray Goodridge B’dore Rd (MR to&ncldg Smrihl) 39 Diana Griffin Majors Close 19
Diana Boswell DonnellyRd 29 & Grove Rd 9 38 Advertisers & Misc Out of area advertiser mailouts 38

TOTAL 1,343


mailto:nednoel@optusnet.com.au

Wamboin Whisper February 2022 Page 24 of 28

WAMBOIN WEATHER - rainfall and temperature records
(47 years from Cooper Road) by Christine Rieber

January Rainfall Stats

January rainfall to the 30™......... 69.75mm
2022 total rainfall to 30t ........... 69.75mm
February Rainfall Stats
2021 February rainfall................... 94.0mm
Wettest February......... 170.75mm in 2010
Wettest day................ 54.5mm on 9/2/20
Driest February ................. Tmm in 1986

February Temperature Stats
2021 Feb. maximum................. 39.4°C
Hottest February day... 42.8°C on 1/2/20
(5.8°C higher than the previous high 37°C)
Average day temperature........... 26.1°C
Warmest February .................... 1983
(Av. max day temp. 29.50C & night 16.90C)

Av. Feb. temp.. 19.9°C (day+night comb.)

Average January rainfall.......... 59.8mm
2021 January rainfall................. 65.5mm
2021 total rainfall to 31/1........... 65.5mm
Average February rainfall.......... 59.0mm
Average no. rain days in February.... 7.3
Highest no. rain days............ 18 in 1976
Lowest no. rain days.............. 1in 1995
2021 Feb. minimum.................... 6.9°C

Feb. 21.. Av. max 27.4°C & Av. min 12.4°C
Coldest February day.... 12°C on 10/2/96
Hottest February night.. 25.9°C on 1/1/20
Coldest Feb. night......... 5°C (3 times) on
17/2/98, 22/2/17 & 10/2/19
Average night temperature.......... 13.7°C
Coldest February ..................... 2012
(Av.min day temp. 21.0°C & night 11.4°C)

December Rainfall Stats
December 2021 rainfall............. 86.0mm
2021 total rainfall.................... 1093.5mm

Average December rainfall....... 63.3mm
46yr Av. to end of December... 696.6mm

2021 was the wettest year on record (i.e. in 46 years) with 1093.5mm, and only the 2" time the rainfall total exceeded
1000mm for the year. The 2" wettest year was in 2010 with 1091mm.
The 2021 rainfall was over 3 times that recorded in 2019, which was the driest year on record with 348mm.

Mailbox and Entrance Christmas Decorating
Competition

2021 has definitely been a year of hard knocks for so many of us. With all the restrictions
we have endured, it was heart-warming to continue the tradition of our Christmas Decorating
Competition.

lan and Belinda of Brooks Road, Bywong won Best Mailbox for their creation of paint,
glitter and craft supplies. (at
left)

While the McDonald
family of Norton Road,
Wamboin won Best Entrance
for their mostly upcycled
creation.(at right)

Both Bywong and
Wamboin Community
Associations funded the
prizes: baskets filled with
premium products from local and surrounding regions provided by
Sharwood Hampers. The Wonderful Women of Wamboin coordinated
the event including the judging of submissions from photographs.

We look forward to continuing the tradition next year. It was a
bright spot in challenging times and hopefully 2022 will be bigger and
better in every respect.

— Gail Ritchie Knight
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Nature Notes — January 2022
Jo Walker

With continuing rainfalls and hot weather, the trees and shrubs and other vegetation have put on an immense amount of new
growth, and the countryside is still green and flourishing at the end of January.

Local plants are getting to the end of their flowering season, but the Cauliflower Bushes (Cassinia longifolia) are still carrying
clusters of white flowers and the Sticky Everlasting Daisies (Xerochrysum viscosum) are still adding a bit of golden colour to the
scenery. And some of the tall Yellow Box trees (Eucalyptus melliodora) are bearing lots of sweet-scented cream flowers — much
appreciated by the bees

The grasses have taken advantage of the conditions and have grown fast and tall. Right now, most of them are producing
copious amounts of seed — quite a few of which like to hitch a ride in our socks. The worst of these is the appropriately named
Corkscrew Grass (Austrostipa scabra). It produces very sharp seed at the end of a long corkscrew-shaped awn which aids it in
penetrating hard soils — but also human skin!

At the shallow end of the dam, and in a few places along the edge, a large swathe of Swamp Lilies (Ottelia ovalifolia) has come
back. So far, it hasn't produced any of its large white flowers (the ducks seem to like the buds), but the Long-necked Turtles are
enjoying it. There were four of them swimming around underwater in the tangle of strap-shaped leaves that precede the large floating
leaves.

The abundance of grasses has been very helpful to the Common Brown Butterflies (Heteronympha merope merope). Their
larvae feed at night on the grasses, then pupate in the debris around the plants. The adult Common Browns have been flying around in
large numbers this summer, accompanied by lots of the introduced Cabbage White Butterflies (Pieris rapae)).

A pair of Gang-gangs were recently examining a large tree at the top of the hill here, presumably looking for a nesting hollow,
but some of the other birds have already produced their families. The local pair of Mudlarks has increased to a family with three young
ones — and recently a Butcher-bird was sitting on a branch with its young one.

Echidnas are busy digging into ant nests and turning over the soil near rocks and logs. I hadn't seen Red-necked Wallabies for a
while, but a pair turned up quite near the house a few days ago. The female had the usual colouring of reddish fur around the back of her
neck, but the male was almost entirely a magnificent rusty colour.

An uninvited guest turned up inside the house a few days (or nights) ago. A scratching noise behind the curtains woke me
several times and I eventually spotted a little bat there — it had probably flown in when I opened the verandah door during the evening —
but it disappeared before I could retrieve it. I finally found it the next evening sheltering on the curtains and returned it to the darkness
outside. There's always some living creature to keep us company in Wamboin.

The Wamboin Social Drop in Group
... will resume on Thursday 3 February after the Christmas-New Year break. The group is open to anyone who wants to get out of
the house and spend a couple of hours chatting with other Wamboin residents. If you would like, you can also have a game of scrabble,
triominoes or rummikub with a cup of tea/coffee. It is an informal friendly atmosphere and new people are welcome to come along.
- Narelle Pumphrey, 0438 917206

Wamboin Hall Surrounds Clean-Up

It was a grey but dry December day in Wamboin as we attacked the
weeds threatening to take over the surrounds of the Wamboin hall. A mix of
volunteers from Gearys Gap/Wamboin Land care, would-be golfers and RFS fire
brigade members rode or pushed mowers, wielded brush cutters and attacked the
ground with trowels and mattocks to remove and reduce the troublesome weeds.
In a little over 2 hours we had achieved our objective and the native plants were
now exposed to sunlight again (or would be when the clouds lifted!). We had
earned our delicious morning i =1 £ i: “ ]

1

tea provided by Adrienne,
Vicki, Joan and Barbara.
Thanks to David, Noela,
Peter, Geoff, Ark, Kevin,
Barbara, Joan, Lofty, Tim,
Vicki, Ruth, Steve, Anne,
Deb, Ken and one other land
care member (apologies for
forgetting your name) for
their energy, smiles, laughter
and hard work. — Vicki Still
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Birds Of The Month: Birds of Lake George

By Luke Downey

This month | compiled a report of recent bird sightings from Lake George, given it has filled over the last few months and now
contains the largest amount of water in years and actually looks like a lake. As Lake George is entirely on private property, spotting birds
on the lake has been challenging for birders over many years given the low water level and the sections containing water are not readily
visible from public areas. However, with the filling of the lake, water is now easily visible from public land at two main locations (1)
along the Federal Highway (the western edge of the lake), and from Lake Road near Bungendore (the south-western corner of the lake).
At present the extent of the water in the lake is quite vast and the lake is still filling, which has attracted numerous waterbird species,
including some unusual species, which are infrequently recorded in our region. There are also high numbers of some of the regularly-
recorded species.

The water was readily visible along Lake Road around October 2021; this southern end of the lake always fills first. As the lake
was initially filling, the water level remained very shallow which attracted many small shorebird species. These smaller waterbirds
forage in very shallow margins and muddy fringes of waterbodies. The first notable records were included 4 Sharp-tailed Sandpipers
(Calidris acuminata), 30 Red-capped Plovers (Charadrius ruficapillus), 3 Red-necked Stints (Calidris ruficollis), 100 Red-necked
Avocets (Recurvirostra novaehollandiae), and 15 Pied Stilts (Himantopus leucocephalus). Most of these species are irregular in the
region, and although sometimes reported from Lake George, they are still noteworthy sightings. There were also a couple of Black-
fronted Dotterels (Elseyornis melanops) and Red-kneed Dotterels (Elseyornis melanops), and 60 Whiskered Terns (Chlidonias hybrida)
—a high number, however these species were only seen on a few occasions.

As a small side note, a few other noteworthy birds have also been seen at the large farm dam on Lake Road, leading up to Lake
George. These included 3 Blue-billed Ducks (Oxyura australis), a Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus), and nesting Hoary-headed
Grebes (Poliocephalus poliocephalus) and Pink-eared Ducks (Malacorhynchus membranaceus).

Top row (left to right) — Red-necked Stint, Glossy Ibis, Red-necked Avocet
Middle row — Banded Lapwing, Intermediate Egret, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Photos from
Bottom row — Australian Shelduck, Pink-eared Duck, Caspian Tern Google Images)

As the water level continued to rise in Lake George, the edges around the western side became deeper and most of the smaller
shorebirds moved on, possibly to the northern side of the Lake which was still expanding. Most of the interesting birds were now being
seen along this western side from the Federal Hwy — especially the rest areas. The birds seen included large numbers of the common
Masked Lapwings (Vanellus miles), and up to 15 Banded Lapwings (Vanellus tricolor); which are must less common in the region,
which favour the damper grassy edges as the filling lake. In addition, up to 500 Silver Gulls (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae); an
exceptionally large number, and 2 Caspian Terns (Hydroprogne caspia). There were also many larger waterbirds seen, most interestingly
8 Glossy Ibises (Plegadis falcinellus). This species quite a rare visitor locally and does not appear to have any previous records from the
Lake. There were good numbers of many heron species — up to 84 White-faced Herons (Egretta novaehollandiae), 13 White-necked
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Herons (Ardea pacifica), a few Great Egrets (Ardea alba) and Cattle Egrets (Bubulcus ibis) and a single Intermediate Egret (Ardea
intermedia); another infrequently recorded species locally.

There were some high numbers of several duck species, including over 1000 Australian Shelducks (Tadorna tadornoides).
Whilst this species usually occurs in small numbers in the Bungendore area, this count is quite high, however Shelducks are known to
congregate in large numbers to moult on Lake George from past accounts. There were also over 2300 Grey Teals (Anas gracilis);
another very high number, although higher numbers have been recorded in the past. Other species include 500 Australasian Shoveler
(Spatula rhynchotis), 500 Pacific Black Duck (Anas superciliosa), 380 Black Swans (Cygnus atratus), 200 Hoary-headed Grebe
(Poliocephalus policephalus) — including many nesting, 50 Pink-eared Ducks (Malacorhynchus membranaceus), 40 Chestnut Teal (Anas
castanea), a few Hardhead (Aythya australis) and a single Musk Duck (Biziura lobata).

In addition to seeing Lake George full of water; something that has not occurred for several decades, it is well worth a trip out
there, as there are many interesting birds present and more could easily be seen. Also, these birds can be easily seen from the public rest
areas. On the previous page are a few photos of some of the birds which can be seen on or around the edges of Lake George.

Can You Create Something for the Next Whisper?

The Whisper is just one of the many ways we residents of Wamboin and Bywong can inform, entertain or invite each other.
The main content is meant to be items created by residents. It should relate to living in Bywong or Wamboin. It should respect the many
views and ways of life that we pursue. Deadline for the March 2022 issue is 7 pm, the last Sunday night of February, which is Sunday
February 27. Writing something for the rest of us is one way you can do something nice for possibly one or more persons living in the
1300 or so homes around you. If what you contribute could increase your income or improve your business, put it in, but think about
paying for it as an ad. If you’ve ever appreciated someone else’s effort to fill up a Whisper, you could repay them by taking a turn. - Ned
Noel, volunteer editor on behalf of the Wamboin Community Association, ph 0409 997 082 or email or nednoel@optusnet.com.au or
mailbox at 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin

BINGLEY
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Fibre Network Project — Wamboin, Bywong and Sutton Region

Wamboin Communications Action Group (WCAG) — Update 29 January 2022
In the absence of reliable internet broadband services, the Wamboin, Bywong and Sutton communities have struggled during Covid 19 -
far more than they needed to. The absence of access to reliable, high-speed internet has proven to be extremely challenging to many
residents — adding stress to our families, limiting alternatives for social interactions, complicating our capacity to meet work demands, or
support our local businesses, and disadvantaging students’ educational needs. In its first submissions to government — over three years
ago — the WCAG identified the critical importance of broadband to our community in responding to a crisis or a natural disaster. If we
ever needed proof of this, then Covid-19 has certainly delivered that.

A Brief Project Background and Current Status

Following 18 months of extensive community consultation, in August 2018, the WCAG submitted a detailed proposal and
business case for our three communities to our local member, John Barilaro MP, along with a request for a grant. In January 2019, on
behalf of the NSW Government, he announced a grant of $5m to support the construction of a fibre network for our three communities.
A year later the Department of Regional NSW (DRNSW) commenced a process to select a telecommunications provider to undertake
this work. Unfortunately, in August 2021, the Department announced that this process had failed, and no tender was to be awarded.
Following a review of that process, in November 2021, the DRNSW invited a small number of telecommunications providers to enter
into direct negotiations in order to identify a preferred provider, agree a solution and, hopefully, form a contract to construct and operate
the network.  With the approval of the Department, over the last two months, WCAG has held meetings with representatives of these
potential providers to ensure that they are well informed about the needs of our community.

January 2022 Update and By-Election Candidate Comments
In late December 2021, and in the context of the direct negotiations known to be then underway, the WCAG sought a progress
update from the DRNSW. While the usual probity constraints surrounding government procurement limited what the Department was
able to say, on 12 January 2022, they responded to assure us of its ongoing “commitment to finding an improved internet connectivity
solution for Wamboin, Bywong and Sutton ”.
The WCAG has spoken with a number of the candidates for the coming NSW State By-election for the seat of Monaro, including
those representing the NSW Nationals, Labor and the Greens. The following represent a summary of the responses provided:

The NSW Nationals candidate, Nichole Overall, issued a two-page Statement which touched on the project’s history, the
delays caused by the failed tender process and the current situation. Ms Overall confirmed that both she and the NSW
Government are “one hundred percent committed to the delivery of this project”, and that “the committed funding for this
project is being delivered and a second tender process is currently underway”. She also committed that, if elected, her “first
meeting will be with the Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW to stress how important this project is for the region”.

Mr Bryce Wilson, candidate for the NSW Labor party, advised
us that:
o “Three years ago I supported the grant to help
provide better internet services to the community.
e Three years on, the Government needs to start
progressing the grant. It’s not good enough.

o If | am fortunate enough to be elected and represent ELEETH/CA[

your community, I can assure I'll be advocating for

this project.” v New electrical installations
Catherine Moore, candidate for the Greens in Monaro, advised v" Electrical repairs and servicing
us that: v" Light and power

The Greens are very conscious of the rural-urban divide v' Switchboard upgrades/inspections

with respect to internet access. The NBN has failed to v Smoke detectors

deliver its promises, so better alternatives are required as v Fault finding

a matter of priority. This initiative is a good example of R ST

what can be done using a community-based, grassroots ¥’ Bore and !rrlgatlpn systems

v" Local family business

approach, and we support it and look forward to seeing
an expansion of various internet technologies across the

electorate with a view to strengthening community Providing fast, reliable and licenced services,

resilience, small rural businesses and educational 24 hours a day and 7 days a week.

opportunities for our children.

Further information Call Jake on 0408 417 747 for a free
You can find more information about the project on WCAG’s website — any quote

of the following links will take you there: ’
www.wamboinfibre.com NSW Electrical Licence 252601C
www.bywongfibre.com ACT Electrical Licence 20111081

www.suttonfibre.com ABN 60 830 729 852

Finally, if you haven’t registered with WCAG, please take the time
to do so on the web site. WCAG has agreed to assist the provider selected
by DRNSW with planning and community consultation. The more residents
registered with us the easier and more effective this process will be.



http://www.wamboinfibre.com/
http://www.bywongfibre.com/
http://www.suttonfibre.com/

